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ARMADALE RSL SUB-BRANCH
1 Commerce Ave, Armadale, WA 6112
PO Box 697, Armadale, WA 6992
Ph: Office (08) 9497 1972 Bar: (08) 9399 6239
Email: admin@armadalersl.com.au or secretary@armadalersl.com.au
Website: www.armadalersl.com.au
EXECUTIVE AND COMMITTEE 2018
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
HON SECRETARY
TREASURER
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
WARDEN
WARDEN
SERVICE MEMBER
SERVICE MEMBER
SERVICE MEMBER

Ms Lynda Zappelli
Mr Ken Hepburn
Mr John Hennah
Mrs Sally Warner
Mr Tom Rynn
Mr Johannes van de Velde
Mr Brent Errington
Mr Peter Mahoney
Mr Michael Fairweather
Mr Michael Barnes
WELFARE AND PENSIONS

Ex Officio
Ex Officio
Ex Officio

WELFARE
WELFARE
WELFARE

Committee Meetings:
General Meetings:
Annual General Meeting:

Mrs Jude Firth Ph: 0414 793 378
Mr Ken Hepburn Ph: 0428 001 949
Miss Lynda Zappelli Ph: 0447 408 087

First Thursday of the month at 1730 hrs
Second Sunday of the month at 1030 hrs
Sunday 9 September 2018
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President’s report
After many changes within the executive committee, it is the first time in a
while since the club has had a full committee. In having a full committee, I
hope to have a complete functioning successful team that you as the
members have absolute confidence in.
ANZAC Day was very successful and thank you to all who supported our
club and joined in making it a remembrable commemoration. I also would
like to thank all the members in the vote for myself and the kind wishes of
health. It’s very humbling and makes me realise the reason why our
branch of the RSLWA is so amazing.
Look forward to a great future for our club and many more good
memories.

The Secretary’s Desk
Wow what a crazy few months!
Firstly I would like to congratulate
the members who were successful in
gaining positions on the Executive
Committee and Committee. I truly
believe we have the right people at
the helm now and we have some
amazing experience on hand from
people who have been on the Executive Committee previously who can
help guide our younger Executive Committee members to propel this
great RSL forward. There’s now lots of work to be done and together as
a team we can make this Sub-Branch great again. We understand we
need to regain the confidence and trust of the Sub-Branch membership
and also RSL WA. There will be some changes and everything won’t be
“rosey” immediately, but we also won’t be reinventing the wheel.
Accountability will be our main focus. Without this, you cannot gain trust.
RSLWA are pushing for us to reduce costs wherever we can. We are
doing a trial sending The Furphy out by email. This will save a
considerable amount of money and reach more people, not to mention
the positive impact on the environment. The Furphy is also available on
our website; www.armadalersl.com.au and printed copies will be available at
the RSL. This saving will be significant and will reduce time spent
printing, collating and posting The Furphy each month. If you have any
queries or comments about this trial, please email me at
secretary@armadalersl.com.au or speak to me in person. Have a great
June.
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Upcoming Events for your Diary
6 July 2018 – Heart Beats
7.30pm – 11.30pm
It is a proposed country
and western theme night.
Stay tuned.
25 August 2018 – Quiz Night
WHISKEY’S WISH PROVIDE TRAINING AND
PUPPYS FOR SERVICE DOG TRAINING TO OUR
VETERANS, FIRST RESPONDERS &
CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS WHO SUFFER FROM
PTSD & SERVICE RELATED INJURIES

Tables of 8
Entry - $10 per person

Inspirational quote for June
"It is not the strongest of the species that survive, nor
the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to
change." Charles Darwin

WELFARE MATTERS
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I hope everyone is keeping warm and avoiding any Flu and Colds! Good
food and warmth are the best way for keeping yourself equipped to fight
the bugs so please make sure you are eating properly.
Early advice so you can put the date in your calendar and attend this
years “Veterans Health Week” function here at the Armadale RSL on
Tuesday 25th September 2018 at 10 am till after lunch. It will be
something similar to last year, so if you attended then I am sure you will
come again. For those who missed out then make sure you put your
name down and attend this year. There is no cost and you will get a nice
healthy 2 course luncheon. Make sure you have your name down on the
list on the bar or call the office and get them to do it for you.
I am here to assist you for any welfare or advocacy information, so please
call me on 0439 691 832 or just pop into the RSL Armadale during the
week and ask for me as I am usually here. Please don’t hesitate to ask for
assistance as we will do our very best to give what assistance is needed
or put you in contact with the right people.
At the last meeting I spoke of the fact that many are doing it hard at the
moment and are seeking welfare assistance and that we would
appreciate if people could just get a little extra when shopping for the
storage bin in my office or put a bit of change in the tins on the bar. I must
thank everyone who has been so very generous there has been a
wonderful response and I know that those who receive the help thank you
all too!
Keep warm and healthy, till next time. Cheers Jude

FRIDAY NIGHT
MEMBERS NIGHT
Come along and have a meal and support:

Lillian’s Friday Night Raffles,
which help towards the Children’s Christmas Party.
The prizes are drawn immediately after “The Ode”
which is observed each Friday night at 7pm.
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SIGNIFICANT BIRTHDAYS
MAY 2018
John McFarlane
James Smith
Murray Dixon
Gregory Kenworthy
John Molyneux
Pera Norton

70
70
70
70
70
50

JUNE 2018
Margaret Granland
Leonard Copley
Judi Shelton
Barry Jordan
Raymond Bracegirdle
Paul Hine

80
70
70
70
60
50

From all the committee and members, happy birthday to you and we hope
you have a wonderful birthday.

Do you have a story?
Have you been to a
service or ceremony
recently?
Would you like to
share some history or
photographs?

Contact the Armadale RSL Secretary
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HAVING A FUNCTION?
WHY NOT HAVE YOUR PARTY
AT OUR CLUB

• REASONABLE RATES WITH MEMBER DISCOUNT
• FULL BAR AND CATERING FACILITIES
• ALL ENQUIRIES CAN BE MADE AT THE BAR

MEMBERSHIP
The fees for annual membership are as follows:
 Service Members: $40.00, must provide evidence of service.
 Affiliate Members: $40.00, must provide evidence of relative’s service.
 Social Members: $50.00 and must provide proof of identification.
 Current Serving Members receive their first year membership free.

For all enquiries regarding membership, please
contact the Membership Officer; Tom Rynn or one
of the bar staff, or a committee member.
7

MILITARY HISTORY FOR MAY

HMAS Westralia fire 1998
by John Hennah

The story of HMAS Westralia, affectionately known as “Rusty” is dear to
me as I served on her from 2005 until she was decommissioned in 2006.
The tragic events of what happened on 5 May 1998 were investigated by
a RAN Board of Inquiry and also the then WA Coroner Alistair Hope.
5 May 2018 commemorated 20 years since this horrible peacetime
tragedy. I was able to honour those sailors who sacrificed their lives by
paying tribute at a ceremony held at HMAS Stirling Quarterdeck.
Four sailors died on board the
refuelling tanker, the Navy's biggest
ship at the time, and the Coroner
Alistair Hope paints those deaths as
an unnecessary waste, lives which
wouldn't have been lost if basic steps
had been taken. The fire broke out in
the
engine
room
while HMAS
Westralia was near Rottnest Island.
of HMAS Sirius form the ceremonial guard.
Hope found that Shaun Smith, Phillip Members
Sirius is pictured in the background.
Carroll, Megan Pelly and Bradley
Meek all died of acute smoke inhalation. The fire started after the failure
of flexible fuel hoses, the temperature of the diesel fuel was about 310
degrees Celsius. The flexible hose system replaced a solid metal
system, and the ordering and fitting was hopelessly flawed.
In the Navy's Board of Inquiry, much of the
blame had fallen on the contractor, ADI.
However in the Coroner’s report, Hope
criticised ADI and the sub-contractor
Enzed but also held the RAN to account.
The Navy demonstrated a gross lack of
supervision. Hope said the RAN failed to
ensure the Westralia was up to class
under Lloyds Register of Shipping Rules and Regulations. The relevant
personnel didn't even know what was required to keep the ship up to
standard. Hope found that Navy personnel had taken short-cuts that led
directly to the deaths of the four sailors.
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The Coroner made recommendations on future outsourced maintenance
and refit contracts. In general, the Coroner has praised the Navy's Board
of Inquiry and says most of the safety measures that were recommended
have been implemented since the tragedy. The Coroner praised the
actions of all four deceased sailors, saying they faced great danger while
trying to save the ship and their fellow personnel.
Father of Midshipman Megan Pelly,
Lyndon Pelly, stated the Coroner's
comments on the actions of the
sailors goes some way towards
redressing what he says were
grave injustices. Mr Pelly says it's
been stated in the past that Megan
deliberately disobeyed an order,
when she went into the engine
room. They were prepared to let
The Honourable Kim Beazley AC, Governor of Western
this poor young bloody junior
Australia, pays his respects after laying a wreath
female officer wear a false
allegation of disobeying an order for five years. The Coroner has found
that Megan was indeed cornered into the engine room to help with the fire
hoses and acted in a very brave manner.
The Coroner has also singled out Leading Seaman Bradley Meek, saying
he showed outstanding bravery in saving others before he lost his own
life. There's always been some ill-feeling about the fact that Bradley Meek
was overlooked when bravery medals were awarded. He only received a
commendation.
At the end of the ceremony a memorial to HMAS Westralia was unveiled
outside the HMAS Stirling Naval Historical Display. A member of the
RAN had found the dilapidated life
boat wasting away at a café in the
Swan Valley which originated from
Royal Fleet Auxillary Oiler Appleleaf,
which was later converted to HMAS
Westralia. The life boat was restored
and the families unveiled the display.

Lifeboat 3 restored to it’s former glory
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They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them

Midshipman Megan Anne Pelly 8 December 1975 – 5 May 1998 aged 22
Petty Officer Shaun Damian Smith 27 November 1968 – 5 May 1998 aged 29
Leading Seaman Bradley John Meek 16 July 1972 – 5 May 1998 aged 25
Able Seaman Phillip John Carroll 17 June 1974 – 5 May 1998 aged 23

Lest we forget

Sources: David Weber ABC ‘HMAS Westralia death preventable’
(Photos) HMAS Stirling
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SUPPORT BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT US

10 Prospect Road, Armadale
9498 4400

Getaway Outdoors Kelmscott
5/2938 Albany Hwy Kelmscott
Ph: 08 9495 4444 Fax: 08 9495 4344
For all your camping, fishing and outdoor needs.
All RSL members are welcomed to a 10% discount on presentation of
their membership card on excluding fridges, generators, GPS’s,
kayaks and sale items.

See you out there!!!

7 Orchard Avenue
Armadale WA 6112
Ph: 08 9394 5000
info@armadale.wa.gov.au
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DALE COTTAGES
Dale Cottages are often in need of part
time workers in the following fields:
* Nursing * Drivers * Gardeners
* Carers * Handy Men
If anyone would like to offer their time and services it
would be very much appreciated. Please contact Stacey
Dowding
at
Dale
Cottages
9399
5393
~
csc@dalecottages.org
Dale Cottages “Village Home Open”
Every Wednesday 11am – 2pm
Obligation free and includes a cottage and apartment inspection,
Village tour and a take home information pack. Contact
9497 3200 or vma@dalecottages.org

Cnr Jull Street & Third Road
Armadale Phone: (08) 9399 8999

Shop 12 1256 Armadale Road (Haynes Shopping Centre)
Armadale WA 6112.
93995555
armadale@batteryworld.com.au

Discount Vouchers available at the bar
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